Canadian Alliance to End Homelessness Conference (CAEH25)

Summary Report — Yellowknife Delegation
Montréal e October 28-30, 2025

More than 2,300 delegates from across Canada gathered in Montréal for the 2025 CAEH
National Conference—one of the country’s largest annual events focused on homelessness
solutions. Yellowknife was strongly represented, with over a dozen government, non-profit,
and advocacy organizations attending to bring northern perspectives to the national
conversation.

DAY 1 — TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
Opening Ceremony & DH1

The conference opened with Indigenous leadership, land acknowledgements, and remarks
stressing reconciliation and shared responsibility—deeply relevant to Yellowknife, where
Indigenous residents are disproportionately affected by homelessness.

Lunch Keynote: Steven Page

Page spoke on mental health, stigma, and recovery, highlighting the strong link between
mental health supports and housing stability.

Sessions: RRH1 & DH5

Highlighted strategies included rapid re-housing, coordinated system design, and data-
driven improvement—approaches with strong potential when adapted to northern
realities.

Welcome Reception

Yellowknife delegates connected with national partners, highlighting local housing
challenges and building future collaboration pathways.

DAY 2 — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29
Keynote: Loretta Ross

Ross addressed systemic inequality and intersectionality, reinforcing the need for equity-
focused approaches—critical in the North.



Sessions: DH2, CA3, DH6

These sessions explored coordinated access, capacity-building, and system-wide
improvements, offering adaptable models for remote communities.

DAY 3 — THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30
Fireside Chat: Minister Gregor Robertson

The Minister highlighted federal housing priorities, infrastructure challenges, and the need
for deeply affordable supply—Kkey areas of interest for NWT communities.

RUH4 Session

Focused on rural and northern realities: climate barriers, limited housing stock, and the
importance of culturally driven solutions.

Keynote: Jesse Thistle

Thistle spoke on trauma, identity, and healing, reinforcing the need for Indigenous-led,
trauma-informed supports.

OVERALL TAKEAWAYS

- National momentum is aligning with recognition of northern realities.

- Yellowknife’s strong cross-sector presence strengthened its national role.
- Reconciliation and Indigenous leadership were central themes.

- Delegates return with shared understanding and renewed energy for coordinated local
action.
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